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STRATHCLYDE
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Grain whiskies form the heart of Blended Scotch Whiskies. Grain whisky 
distilleries operate a continuous distillation process, always including 
malted barley, but unlike malt whiskies, also using other unmalted cereals, 
as well as yeast and water. 

The main purpose of grain whisky is as the base to which the malts are 
added creating Blended Scotch Whisky, but a small proportion is bottled 
as a Single Grain and enjoyed for their subtle character.  
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The Lowland whiskies are produced in the south of Scotland, identified on the map as 
the area south of a line between Dundee and Greenock. 

Lowland whiskies are diverse, and growing in popularity, reflected in the fact the 
region has seen a significant growth of new distilleries over the past decade.
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Speyside, a region that borders much of the length of the River Spey on 
the eastern side of the Highlands, is home to more Scotch Whisky 
distilleries than any other region. 

The whiskies of this region are noted for their elegance and complexity. 
The flow of water over the hills of granite and through the moors of peat 
add a refined smokiness to many of the malt whiskies and the slightly more 
sheltered nature of the terrain imparts specific gentleness and delicacy to 
their character.
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The Highland region is geographically the largest Scotch Whisky producing 
region. The rugged landscape, changeable climate and, in some cases, coastal 
locations are reflected in the character of its whiskies, which embrace wide 
variations. 

As a group, Highland whiskies are rounded, robust and dry in character with a 
hint of smokiness/peatiness. Those near the sea carry a salty tang; in the far 
north the whiskies are notably heathery and slightly spicy in character; while in 
the more sheltered east and middle of the region, the whiskies have a more 
fruity character.
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Campbeltown is a town at the southern end of the Mull of 
Kintyre on the west fringe of Scotland. At its peak, 
Campbeltown was home to more than 30 Scotch Whisky 
distilleries. 

Campbeltown whiskies are robust in character and carry the 
salty tang of the sea. 
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Islay, a small island off the west coast of Scotland, may 
only be 25 miles long and 8 miles wide but is home to 
10 Scotch Whisky distilleries. 

Islay is frequently lashed by Atlantic storms. Sea spray 
blows across the island, impregnating the peat used in 
the malting of the barley and blows into the warehouses 
where casks of Scotch Whisky lie maturing, thus 
affecting the taste and aroma. 

Some of the Islay whiskies are pungent and powerful, 
with a distinctive whiff of the sea air in them. Other 
distilleries that are in a more sheltered location, and use 
less peat during malting, have a gentler but still clearly 
identifiable character.
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Many countries produce whisky, but Scotch Whisky can only be made in 
Scotland. By law, Scotch Whisky must be distilled and matured in Scotland for a 
minimum of 3 years in oak casks, and made from just three natural ingredients - 
water, cereals and yeast - at distilleries located across the country. 

Scotland is home to over 150 malt and grain distilleries, making it the greatest 
concentration of whisky production in the world. Many of the Scotch Whisky 
distilleries featured on this map bottle some of their production for sale as 
Single Malt (i.e. the product of one distillery) or Single Grain Whisky.

The majority of Scotch Whisky is consumed as Blended Scotch Whisky. This 
means as many as 60 of the different Single Malt and Single Grain Whiskies are 
blended together, ensuring that the individual Scotch Whiskies harmonise with 
one another and the quality and flavour of each individual blend remains 
consistent over time. 

Malt whisky is classified in one of five main categories - Highland, Lowland, 
Speyside, Islay and Campbeltown - according to the geographical location of 
the distillery in which it is made. In many ways, the geography and climate of 
each region influences the character of the whisky produced there. 
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